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_ How cordial a welwiſher,aud forward an incourager 
you have, alwaies been of theQrthodox Clergy, all that 
know you will aſſert, ard in particular,what an ardent 
affetionledeed in your baſome «nd flamed, forth in 
your expreſſions, tqmarde your everend Miniſter way 
abundantly teſtified bath .in his hte and at bis death , 
whileſt in his life you were one of the firſt.in providing 
q for bis comfortable ſubliftance, and at his death you 
| took care for his d:cent buriall, deſiring that your 
honſe »#ight receive him when dead ( which had ſo 
often entertained þhim alive) from whence he was 
A 2 _ ______ honou® 


lt. 


74 he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


—}_Ol 


honourably attewded to his grave. 

I doubt not but there were many other worthy Gentle- 
men of your Pariſh , to whom this deceaſed ſervant of 
Chrift was much engaged 3 but 7 hope my Ignorance of 
their perſons wil be « ſufficient Apologie for myſilence. 
With you (Eſteemed Sir) 1 have had by his means the 
honour to be acquainted, of whom therefore 1 am bold 
( eſpecially for his ſake ) to deſire the Patronage of this 
Sermon. | 

What hath ſuſpended the Publication ſince 1 laſt ſaw 
you,T am confident you have already heard;a diſeaſe rot 
mmch unlike that which ſnatched away our dear friend, 
but from which God was graciouſly pleaſed to deliver 
me - Thus s his wiſdom ſometimes pleaſed to let the bar- 
ren Fig-tree ſtand, whileſt he plucketh »p the fruittull 
Vine. | 

His race # now run, and heis gone to Reſts his work 
i finiſhed,and he hath in part received his Wages; Weep 
not for him who is already entred into joy , rather re«- 
joyce.that though he be gone, God hath ſent you another, 
one eminent both for Piety and Learning, in whoſe 


converſe 7 doubt not but you will finde much content, - 


and by whoſe labours I hope you wil] reap much profit. 
And new Sir, I commend you to God, earneſtly inr- 
loring the continuance and increaſe of all externall 
and internall bleſſings wpore you, in your own perſon, 
your dear Conſort, aged Father, hopefiill children,l/ 
at laſt ke crown youall with eternall happineſs, 1 
take my leave and ſubſcribe my ſelfe, | 


Your cordiall Friend 


and Servant, 


_ at ame 
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But we have this Treaſure in earthen 
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len, well may the F:r-trees how! , a bright Star is removed 
from our Herizor;zwell may darkyeſſe cover this Hemeſphere: 
I could willingly now give ſcope tomineand your paſſion that 


of our tears ſpeak our fenſe of this heavy loffe. Butall paſi- 
ons, eſpecially that of grief, need rather a Bridle then a 
Spurre. Aﬀecied we may, . we ought to be with hi death, 
but as a publicky not as a private detriment, and that not in 
an extream but mederate meaſure. And fo much the rather, 
confidering that if is no new-nor rare thing. Tour Fathers, 
where are they ? and the Prophets do they live for ever? is the 
Prophet Zecharie's Queſtion, putting it out of Queſtion, they 
do ndt alwaies liye'y bat arc like with others, ſubjeR co 
mortality ; nor have the Miniſters of the New Teſtament 
though imployed about a more excellent Miniſttation, any 
cater priviledge asto exemption from death then thoſe of 
the old, Apoſtles as well as Prophets are under deaths tyranny: 
So much'St Payl here intimateth, when he ſaith, Bat we bave 
Wt this Treaſure, 8c. : net 0 
Þ pacit hocprop- The firſt word ofthis Text is Byt, a But which the Apo- 
© rer pſendayeſ- file puts upon himſelf and fellow- ApoſHes, yea and all the 
LF poles quibus  ax;ajfters of the Goſpel. .In the. fore-going verſes we fnde 
_ hoceratm . 1; extolling his Miniftery, and vindicating his fidelity in the 
nin diſcharge of it; here he interpoſeth, a Byt ; not a_ But of 
P apſtus argu- | ſcandalous mmprety, this could not be charged upon him by 
+ mentum capt any. Oh that all Minifters lives were ſo ordered, as 10 But of this 
rent vilipen- ,, tre might be obſervealy caſt upon them. - The But here ins 
jf Rn tended is only a Byt of natural fra:ilty, humane imbecility, 
Muſe, iz/oc, and the worlds unjuſt ;gyominy: Theſe were the things the 
1 Apoſtle well knew the falſe teachers would upbraid him and 
his brethren with, and ch: refore he prevents them by a vo- 
lantary Conceſſion that ſo it was, yea fit it was that ſo it 
ſhould be for the advancing of Gods glory, that whilſt their 
meſiage was honourable themſelves ſhould be contemptible, 
But we have this Treaſure in earthen veſſels. 
P In which words we have a brief yet exa& Delineating 
s | both of the Gofpe!, and the Preachers of at, and both by a 
W double Character. - KV Logket Sf Of 6 42-£404 
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Divinity in Mortality. 


| A Metaphor tommendingyin the Nown 's _ 4 

c Thegoſ pelis cha= ) Treaſure. Na. t bs 
| raﬀerized by , YA Term diſcriminatingzin the Pro» HER 
'k | noun this. a; of "I 


< A word of deſcription,.in 
The Preachers of the Goſpel ) theSubſtantivegveſſels:; - 
are repreſented by | A word of diminution, in 

2 ' C the Adjedive, Earthen. 


Thele are as four Keys by which I ſhall endeavour ta un 

lock the Treaſure of this Text, as four Vents by which . the 

Veſſels of this Scripture empiteth its divine liquor, In the open 

ing of which I ſhall ſtrive that my Diſcourſe may keep even 

pace with the time, I hope your Attezt:on will keep even 

pace with my Diſcourſe, and then I doubt not butthat through "_ 

| | Gods grace we ſhall be richer by this Treaſure, and theſe © |- 
ko earthen Veſiels will help us fomewhat nearer Heaven. And $ 
G 1 begin with the. | _— 
Delineation of the Goſpel, and therein the. nd Pans - 
Metaphor, commending, Treaſure. To fſinde' out the Theſaury $4.7 
Kernel enclofſed in the ſhell of this Metaphor, we muſt con» cramentum _| * 


fider a three-fold reference that may be made of this word ro/ignificatur, % i 
the preceding. _m_ by Criſto A 
Some referre it to the end of the former verle, and under- Lang ++ incre-4 
ſtand by this treaſure The kyowledye of the glory of God in the dulis abſcondi-4 
face of Feſus Chri;t. This is that which there he compared to f#r-Ambrol. cg $3} 
Light, and here to Treaſure, two Metaphors though different AGES loc. $4 
yet conſonant, L ight being a moſt precious Treaſure, and: as exerts Das | 
Treaſures are kept,\o Lights were wont'to be carried in earths in cordibus. 4 #7 FW 
enVeſſels. And well may the knowledge of God in Chriſt be nofris ad ilu-y $$. B 
| compared to both, for its reſplendency a Light, for its opulency "'®4i1onem © "po 
a Treaſure, ſuch a Treaſureas muſt be a Light not locks up in NT clo , 
our own breſis, but ſhining forth to others, ſnch a Light as png Chriſt 2% 
isa Treaſure of invaluable and incomparable worth. Qur dicit habere 3 
Apoſtle; ellwhere exprefſeth ſo high an eſtimation of this 195 !heſauramÞ 
knowledge of Chriſt,that he accounts all other things, whe- as de a 
ther worldly fruitions or Fewiſh oblervances to be Gals not, 0 N us 
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Divinity in mortality, 


only uſcleſſe but hurtful fo far as they kept him from Chriſt, 
and mi8zzz quafi weilers 85 offels which we throw, to our 
dogs, - Or mifuie quaſi Nebzre thoſe baſe excrements : which 
Phyſicians force out ofthe body by their purging: things nor 
to be valved but diſpiſed and loathed in compariſon of rb. 
| © Andno lefſe.is that value which our blefſed Saviour himſelf 
puts upon'it, where he ſaith, 'This z5 life eternal to” know the 
dnly true God , and Feſus Chri't whom thou haſt ſent. Life -is 
..the-beſt Treaſurein Nature; Eternal is the beſt of lives, how 
* great a Treaſure muſt the kxnowleage of Chrit be which is Life 
| eternal? | | 
- Secondly, Others take the reference of Treaſure here as re» 
tbeſaurwn ve- Mote as that Hewris Miniſter, mentioned in the firſt verſe. 
bat mui ſibi Indeed the Minifiry and diſpenſation of the Goſpel in a choice 
editum 4 Deo 4,4 precious Treaſure, upon which'account the Apoſtle elſe- 
- mo where cals it , zxa\v%pov a worthy work, A work it is to 
MeEanelii ER, which is required both Anthorrty and Ability, and therefore 
hr loc. inreſpe& of the former it isan Honour, of the later a Trea- 
TÞ Tim.3.1. fre. The old verſe tels us, 
[0 Dat Galemus opes dat Fuftinianus bonores. ; 
if The Law brings Honovr, and Phyſick Wealth, but in a divine 
H. _ ſenſe the Miniſtry hath both. 4 Burden it is indeed, bur 
iJ withall an Honour. A Labour itis, but withall a Treaſure 
| for the edifying and enriching of the Church. This Treaſure 
Chriſt keeps under Lock and Key, only intruſting thoſe with 
| 3 it whom he cals to, and furniſherh for it. Asit was the -priy 
| viledge of the Fews above other Nations, that to them were 
þ 


{ qi 17.3. 


the Oracles of God commitez, (o it 1s the prerogative: of the 
{OM 3-2. Miniſters above all other perſons, thatto thera is committed 
| the Diſpenſation of theſe Oracles. By which 1t appears, that 
they are no better then thzeves, nay. ſacrilegions robbers wi 

Y without immediate or mediate warrant from. Chriit aſſume 
| | [this truſt and break oper this treaſure. 
2 Thirdly,1I conceive we ſhall beſt underſtand the prime + 
Z' - tent and full extent of this Metaphor, by referring it not ſo 
meer as the fixt, nor fo farre zs the firſt , but to &v,iauw 

| . x: The 
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Divinity in Mortality. 


the Goſpel,” mentioned in;the third verſe... 
Indeed {oth the other 'interpretatrons are fully included, 

and may be fitly red.:ced to to thir,fince,on the one hand that 
Minijiry.is Principally 11 reſpe& of the Goſpel, hence it 1s - 
that we are called the Miniſters of the New Teſtament, and , Cor.y.6] 
our commiſſion is to preach the Goſpel, and the Engliſh tran- wark 16.15 
flators have not unfitly at once rendered .and* unfolded that 1 Cor.g.17. Þ 
rouia S* Payl- fpeaketh of to be difpenſ.tion . of the Go= Mat.5-17. | 


we muſt not ſuppreſſe but publiſh the Law , yet our clitef er- 
rand is to promulge the glad tidings of Salvation in the Geſpet. 
And on the other hand, it is the Goſpel onely that revealerh 4 
the knowledge of God in Feſus Chrijt, T7 town te 0% ye Er Thaumayy, 
Jrnxanvalirag 5 Fremupac TH: T3 ©cd iim,s To, them that ſearch i re, 3 
into the Mine of holy IV rit is opened the treaſure of the know- "3 
ledge of God: And whereas the Creatures leade us to the 
knowledge of God the Creator, and the Law declares him as 
a 7udge, onely the Geſpe] manifeſteth him as a Redeemer: 

The Goſpel then is that which $* Paul here primarily calsa 
Treeſure. It is that Metaphor by which Chriſt himſelf repre- 
ſenrs it when he compareth the Kingdom of Heaven to bn þ 
ſure hid in a field, as it 1s ſaid to. be b1i4 for its my/teriouſneſſe, Nee 09-44-88 
ſo a Treaſure for its preciouſneſſe. That we may ſee the fitneſſe | 
of the Metaphor, be pleaſed to take a .view of the Analogie, 
and that intwo particulars, to wit, the Nature and the Efi- 
eacy of a Treaſure, what it is, and what it doth. Avend.in Mal 8 
Firſt, !f you enquire into the Nature of a Treaſure, that * | 
definition may be a ful! anſwer, Theſaurus dicitur multarum 
rerum pretioſarum cummnlatio, A Treaſure is an accumulation 
of many precioxs things, {o that there are two things concur 
to Treaſure, to wit, pretium and copia, value and plenty, 
worth in the g9ua/ity, abundance in the quantity. It is not an 
heap of ftraw or rubbiſh that maketh a Treaſure, fince 
though there 1s plenty, there is no value ;, no is it a ſingle 
picce of filver or gold that m3keth a Treaſure; fince though. 
there is value there is not plenty, but many bags of gold and 
filver, or things of like worth fill up « Treaſure. Both of theſe 
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Divinity in Mortality. 


i. 


we inde and meet with in the Goſpe?, rio wonder it is ſet forth 


by this appellation. | is | 

© . I. The Truths and Dodtrines contained in it are choice and 
h.1.7. exceKent, as much worth as our Souls, as Heaven, as Salva- 
Eet-I-19. $30 1s 3. Bay ſhall I go hither? Jook what worth there is in the 
: ' riches of Gods grace, the precious* blood of Chriſt, that may 
ſecondarily be aſcribed to'the Goſpel, which diſcovereth and 
A | offereth both to us : no wonder that the Greek Fathers com- 
fas cis Parethe verities of the Goſpel, to precious ftowes, and our S4- 
= a5  wour toa Pearl of great price, and the Mmiſter in this re- 
' _— vis (pet 1s called a Merchant of invaluable Fewels. If you pleaſe 
> ALS take a view of thoſe ſeveral things'to which Gods word in 
BEEP ,. general is compared, and which may much niore be applied 
on Gen.1s, tothe Goſpel in particular, yau ſhall findeirs worth fer forth 
rey ira; by a very obſervable gradation. The baſeſt metal to which 
PP, -. it iscompared is ſilver, and yet that is precious in compariſon 
= of lead or braſſe or iron; ſilver refined from its droſſe is of 

farre more worth then as it is taken ont of the Mine ; and it 
TF# 1s reſembled not only to ſilver, but ſilver purified in the fire 
T# Pal.12.5. ſeven times; Goldis yet of more value by farre then the moſt 
; 19.10. purified filver, many pieces of ſilver are not xquivalent to 
V2  enecfgold, and yet all gold is not of a worth, but this 
bo is more defirable then gold, yea then fine gold ; Rubies are of 
1 more account then gold, and yet the wiſdome of this word 
i}  Frov.3-14-1S- is more precious then rubies, nay that whatſoever elle is ac- 
= + . counted precious, as Pearls, Diamonds and the like may not. 
$S be left out, there is annexed a comprehenſive exprelli- 
'A on, All the things thou canſt deſire are not to be compared 
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Divieity.an Mortality. 
phraſe): 1yiidry rhwocer; £44167 DAchpabiny > ; > great pre prugry Baiil in Plal, x; 
bf good documents, Whet ieit oh Chrilliaty to follow his ex, 7 ©4165 
preſſions) thou meayeſt not learn hence? the meaſure of patience, Th 613;67ac 13. 
the: manner. of patience, perfetion of. prudence, ſweetneſſe of. 7%, pus. | 
temperance, exacineſſe. of. Fuftict,c and mpagnanimity of forti-, 7) tneubic, & J 
tulle? AY moral vertues, and.all theplogingl! graces are both, 5;, 25, 7. 
 diſcribed and preſcribed inthe Goſpel.in reipe& pf its:com- ron re = 


a... 


forts and promiſes,| may. well to ufe 1ſdor:s compariſon. re- 2 ona 3:1 


ſembleit toa.large and pleaſant Garden, repleniſhed with va- vreunte wiryiy 
. : . . - p ; . al. ibid. 
riety of fragrant flowers, yielding,ap/it were an heavenly Ne-,,,204 
Far,which.will revive the foul inthe ſaddeft:diftreſle. What. & a»b7; ; 5 
ſoever Relations of life thonart-placed in, here are fit diredi- gu, 11 2m 
ons to guide thee, Whatſoever condition of miſery thou maiſt exc Yrwoy... 
be caſt into, hereare fill coufo/ations to ſupport thee: Well _ os, 


OO EIS WE OE PTE Oe a ee ens. 
Im nan em 


| might S* Chryſoſtone ſay ,, wMAnicei vas fnenugsy & mewris 2: 191 Chryj oft. hom. 

| yaudmu 1% 1906 wav invijceetiie,} rluee the holy Scripture 3. in Gen. 4 
is an ever over-flowing fountain that-cannot be drawn dry, 7 
and an inexhanſted Teeafure that cannot be emptied. To this Pll119.ng "4 
purpoſe tend thoſe relemblances of the Law, made uſe of by "Y F. | 
David, and no leſſe juſtly applicable to the Goſpel, it is nor 162,. 

| only betterithex purT eas fitver; which are things of value, but Avend.zbid. 

| thouſauds,which implicth abundance; and.again comparing | 

| itto allriches and'great ſpoil, both which contain.in them 'b 1 

| 


% 


' Multiplex genus, all forts of valuable Commodities ,, 
Sheep, Oxen, Lands, Horſes, Garments, Goods, Mo- 
neys, and the Jike;. thus are all ſorts of ſpiritual Riches, | 

| yea abundance of eath ſort to be had, as inthe Law, ſo un the 
Goſpel. -+7 "25 ns | p 

rao "PR to the Efficacy of a Treaſure, what will it | 

| notdo? TheLatineand our Engliſh Proverbs both affert this, 

| Pecunie omnia obediunt, Money anſwers all things, eſpecially oY 

where there 1s plenty of it, Food, Raiment, Lights, Phyſick, [ 

Armour, are all tobe. purchaſed by a Treaſare. All this:is moſt 

rue of the: Goſpe!-. The: Spouſe ſpeaking of Chriſts. lips, ! 

ſaith,They drop as the hony-comb, Jn favo mel & cera latent, Cant.q.rx. n. 

quorum alters peſcimur altera lumen accendimus, ſic in ſacris Ph. Carpath, | | 

literis ſuaviſimus :cibus animi & lumen mentis inſunt,” As wn $1.5 

the hony=comb there is hong to yeold autrimeyt aud\wax to give --. 4 4 

=. p light: 3 I 
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.- ohga.6.27. 
Pet. 1.25. 
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light : ſo in the Scriptures (chiefly the Evangelical) the ſou! 
bath ford and the minde light, What an Zgyptian King cau- 
ſed to be writ. on: the door of a well-farnithed Library 
x2 4-3 larpor 1s fully verified of che Gofpel , whence ma 
be ſelected the beſt, nay the only Receipts to cure 'a fin-fck 
perſon. Finally, no ſuch Fardrope as this wherein are to be 
had the Robes of Chrifts Righteouſneſs, and the Ornaments of 
the Spirits Graces: no Armonry like this, where all both 
offenſroe and defenſive weopons againſt our ſpiritual enemiesare 
to be found. Ina word, whiat ever the wants of a Chriftian 
art, he may by the Gopelfinde a ſutable ſupply ; very juſtly 
then doth this Metaphor ofa Treaſure belong to it. Bur yet 
this is not all chat concerning the Goel excellency, as there 
is an Analogre, fo there is a Diſcrepancy, as in theſe the Gofpel 
and a Treaſ,re do agree,ſo there wants not other things: 
wherein the G:ſpel dorh far exceed all Treaſures ; to wich 
end caft your eyes on the | | h 
2. Term diſcriminating, Non fimplicitur theſaurum, fed 
hunc inquit theſaurum babemus, he doth not barely ſay,we have 
[4] but emptratically [ This ] Treaſure, to intimate that the 
Treaſur: of the Goſpel 15s farre different from and tranſcen- 
dent aboye all other Treaſures, which that it may the becr= 
cer appeir, take notice of the Antitheſis in theſe ſeveral par- 


_ LiIChzars. 


1 Other Tre «ſures are from below, this is froni a+ove, 
thoſe are dig'd out ofthe Bowels of the Earth, tius is ſent fr :m 
Heaven; what are gold and ſilver but white and low eart- ; 
the ſands and the rocks are the habiration of peu is and jewels 
bur the things of the Goſpel are, and therefore io ficly calied 
by our Saviour heavenly things. 

2.Other Treaſures are tranſient and peri'' ing; S* Peters 
epithete is, corryptzble gold and ſilver; Solomons 0D ervaiion 1s, 
that riches take them wings and flee away and thertiore as 
they are got with care, and kept with fear,ſo many cimes loſt 
with greif ; butthis Treaſure 4s laſting and; permanent, the, 
cruth of ir inalterable, the goodneſs oft unchangeable,' hence 
it1s called the :govd part which cannot be taken away-the meat 
which periſheth not, and the word of the Lord thet endureth for 

ever. IE 72 2. - © Fo 
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3- Other Treaſures are only of corporal uſe for the profit, 
comfort and ſupport 'of the Body , and therefore it 1s they 2D 
cannot make the poſſeſſour either wiſe or holy or happy. But 
this Treaſure enricheth the ſoul with wiſdom and knowledge , 
grace and holineſſe, whereby it becometh a means of happ:- 
neſſe to him that enjoyeth it; by this itis the mindin enlight- 
ned, the wi{inclined, the affe;ons compoled, the conſcience + 
quieted, and the i#ward man renewed. f 

4- Other Treaſures though virtually they procure ſeveral | 
comforts, yet formally and in their own nature they are buc 
a remedy againft poverty. Gold and filver in themſelyes have 
no feeding or cloathing or defending vertue, nor do they 
certainly and conſtantly procure thoſe neceſſaries : Some- 
times food is not to be had for money, nor is ſilver alwaics a 
defence. And yet further though i: may get the things, yet it 
cannot give an effcacy to them,it may buy food but not a jto- 
mack, Phyſick but not health, Clothes but not warmth, Ar- 
mour but not jafety, Lights but not -yes : Whereas thi Trea- 
ſere isin its own nature all theſe, and aſſuredly bringeth 
ſtrength,wealth,eaſe;faſety, and all ſpiritual bleſlings to them 
th. t enjoy it , itis ſuch a Treaſure as 1s withall an oracle in 
dorbts , a ſhiel1 againſt aſſanlts, a Connſellor 10 proſperity, a - 
Comforter in adverſity, a light in darkneſſe, anda refuge in 
danger. 

5. Other Treaſvres oft times become deſtrufive to the ; 
poſſeſſors, it was a ſore evil Solomon ſaw under the Sun, namely Ecclel.5.13. ; 
riches kept for the owners thereof to their hurt , indeed both 
temporal and ſpiritral hurt accrueth frequently to men by 
their treaſure ; the go/dex ring hath ſometimes loſt the fiwger, 
and the bag of money expoſed the traveller to daxger ; yet 
more often do treaſyres become aurſes of vice,Þanders to luſt, 
incentives of wickedneſſe, and the mammon of unrighteouſueſs, Prov.1.19. 
whereby they ruine the ſoul,and take away the life of the ow 
mers; in this reſpect it is that Salvian ſaith excellently of co- 
vetous men, perituris fmul atque perdentibus [iudent nundinit, 
they ceagarly buſie themſelves in thoſe merchandizes which Salv. contr. 
are not only periſhing in their own nature, bur deſtroy the Avarit.l.I. | 
poſſeffors , whereas this Treaſure is altogether —— to 
tnem 
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them that-enjoy it ; indeed accidentally it proveth pernicious, 
becoming to ſome 2 ſavour of death, but this is only to the 
reje&ers and contemners, not to the receivers and poſſeſſo:s 
of it ; If ozr Cofpekbe hid, ſaith the Apoſtle in this Chapter,zt 
is hid to them that are lojt, and if any be loſt to whom the Go- 
fpel comethzics they from whom its hid by the devil and their 
own corruption blinding their eyes that they ſee not its 
worth, and thereby pervercing their wils that they refuſe its 
embraces; but rothem that believe and do it,it is a ſavour of 
life, « wel-ſpring of comfort, a means of their eternal well- 
fare. 

Finally, Other Treaſures may have the image of a King 
ſtamped upon them, ſuch that coyn which had Ceſars ſuper- 
ſcription, but this hath the image of God and Chri}t imprin- 
ted an it, being therefore called the Goſpel of God, and the 
Word of Chriſt ; other Treaſures are the blefſings of Gods 
left handſo it is laid of richesand honours; bur this is a bleſ- 
fing of Gods right hand ; ſoitis ſaid ofthe fiery Law , and 
much more is it true of the Goſpel : How much the right 
hand excelleth the left, fo much this ſurpaſſeth al riches. In 
a word, other Treaſures make the poor rich, but this a» 1%; 
gives £Rrerec Ts Prove deve, maketh of mortal immortal , of 
men in ſome ſenſe Gods. And now upon all theſe con{ideratt- 
ons the ſurpaſſing worth of this Treaſure cannor but appear : 
So as we may truly ſay, Not all the Silks of Perſia, Linnen of 
Ezypt > Spices of Arabia, Silver ofthe I/Yeſt, Gold of the 
Eajt, Pretious ſtones of both the Indies , are ſeverally , nay 
joyntly able to equalize it. We-!l may this note of difference 
be annexed This treaſure. 

Whac therefore remaineth but that every one of us labour 
to have the ſame eſteem of the Goſpel, which S, Pal had,zand 
which indeed it deſerveth, | 

x. Let us accornt it our Treaſure, and let that appear by 
doing in reference to the Goſpel, as men doby Treaſure. 

How wehement and awe are covetous mens deſires afrer 
Treaſure! they ſpare no pains to get, nor have they ever e- 
no1gh ot it, in their longings they are unſatiable, in their 
Tabours indefatigable. Such le: our delires be after the know: 

ledoe 
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ledge of, and acquaintance with Evangelical truths ; Let us 
not be ſatisfied wuhout,nonor yet with the Goſpel,but as we 
have it ler us ſtrive co have it more abundantly, according to 


that Apottolical precept, Let the word of Chriſt dwell in you Col.3.16. 


richly 12 all knowledge and wiſdom. 

Beiides, what care have been to lay wp their Treaſure, when 
they have got it ? The Greek words in ics Etymology fignifi- 
as much , 54ve@+ quaſi ripuefoy {us Yueror, and in the He- 
brew [2% 2 [ES abſcondit,the nown for Treaſure cometh from 
a verb rhat figniketh to hide, there being nothing men more 


ſecretly and carefully lay up then their Treaſures ; yea what 
conte:;t do they take in vetwing and recounting their bags, 
Populus me fibilat at mike plaudo ipſe dams, ſaid he in the Poet, 


The covetous wretch whileſt ſcorned abroad pleaſeth himſelf 


at home in his heaps of wealth. So let us lay up the Goſpel in 
the Cabinet of our ſouls,and take delight in medicating upon 


the divine Truths contained in it, yea whileſt we meet wich 


reproachand perſecution from the world, let us ſolace our 
ſelves in the frwtion of this Treaſure. Herein let Davids pra- 
&ice towards the Law of the Lord be our pattern in that cx- 
cellenc Pſalm, wherein he expreſſeth a tingular regard to 


Gods teſtimonies, The words of thy mouth are better to me then pſy, zrg, _ * | 
thouſands of gold and ſilver: and again,My hands will I lift up verſ.92. | 


to thy Commandements which T have loved, and I will meditate 
07 thy Statutes : and again, I have hid thy word in my heart, 
that I might not ſin againit thee: and once more, Thave rejoy- 
ced 11 the way of thy teſtimonies, as much as in all riches 

2. Since the Goſpel is not only comparatively a Tre aſure, 
but ſuperlatively this Treaſure , Ter our eſtimation and 
affefion towards it have a This upon it, beyond that we 
have or any can have to other Treaſures. Indeed beloved, 
though this Treaſure fo far exceed all others, yer well were it 
if our love to it did equalize thatto others; the truth 1s , 
chough ir is far beyond , . yet the moſt mens valuation of itis 
farſhort. What a ſhame 1s it that by us who call our ſelves 
Ciriſtians, earth ſhould be preferred before Heaven , the 
world before Chriſt , gold before the Goſpei ? Oh let us 


blow up the fire, wher the edge, quicken the dulneſs ofour 
C 2 ſpiri- 
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ſpiritual affe&ion, that if poÞble , it may not only. parallel 
bat outvie our earthly deyres, and withrhat wiſe Merchant 
in the Goſpel, we may ſe!! a! we have to buy this Pearl. 

And fo much be ſpoken of the ticit part, the Charatter here 
givento the Goſpel: I now pals on to thoſe by which 

The Preachers of the Goſpel are repreſented,and therein the 


| Gener. 2. Word of diſcription, Veſſels. 
Af Partic. 2, The word both in Hebrew and Greek is many times t:iken 
! | (\y in a large acception for Ta/trumentum an utenſil in an houſe, 
' [MATES or any thing that is uſed as the inftrument of accompliſhing 
Wo Vox apud He- - 


brees df Gras 3DY work , and ſo the Hebrew word is rendred, where we 

+ 605 ponitur pro read of the mnftruments of cruelty,and the intruments of death, 
| quovis-inſt,u- and in this ſenſe it is true of the Mini ters,they are intruments 
F ents, in the hand of Chri for the great work of gathering his 
þ/ Loc. in AR.9. Church ; but moſt properly it iignitiett receptaculum, an in- 


; 15. . * "Hine . L . 
* Gen 45.6  frument of containing any thing, and in this ſenſe it may be 


8 pfal.-.1z. + herefitly conſtrued , nor do there want fit reſemblences in 


| which the meſſengers of Chrijt are like to Veſt /s : More par- 
"n ricularly in theſe four reſpe&s. 

1. Veſſels are not natural but artificial inſtruments : Na- 
ture affords the material, but Art, and Inzy/try produce the 
Li Form by which it hath the Capacity ofaVeſſel. It is no leſs 


I: true of Miniſters, Nemo naſcitur Chrijtianys, no man is born a 


a Chriſtian, much leſs a Miniſter : Indeed ex quovis ligno'non. 
fit Mercurins,there muſt be natural parts in them that under- 
take this Funf&tion, but thoſe are not ſutfcient : And there- 
fore in the firſt Plaxtatioz of the Church, God did by imme- 
diate Inſpiration,and the Collation of extraordinary gifts,en- 
able men for the diſcharge of this Oce, and afterwards in 
the growth and progreſſe of the Chxrch ; that Inſpiration cea- 
ſing, ſo as no more to be expeRted;there was and ſtill ought to 
be a training up of youth in the Tongues, Arts and Sciences, 
and after that a great deal of Induſtry (joyned with ardent 
Prayer) in the ſtudy ofthe Scriptures and Theological werities 
by them that take upon them this ſacred Calling. The truth 
is, whatever account the men of this age make ofa Miniſters 


y” work, yet it is ſo weighty and divine an imployment, that no 


- \mall cime and pains muſt be ſpent in preparation for it, And 
if 
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if St: Paul, whom Chrijt cals a choſen veſſel, and accordingly Ad.g. 15. 
in a fingular meaſure, notonlx above other Miniſters, but 
Apofles,fitted for this ſervice, cried out, #egc m6 rm 15 lava 6; 2 COT-2-16. 
WW ho is ſufficient for theſe things ? How juſtly reprovable is 
their raſhneſs, who whilit they can lay no juſt claim to an im- 
mediate inſpiration, ſuddenly and zupreparedly enter upon 


this high imployment ? Indeed ſuch as theſe therehave been i 


in former times, whoare called by Leo, Momentanei Sacer Leo apud 


Aotes and Gregory Nazianzen ftileth ivinumor ogre, ſuch as G15: filt. 48.P 


in a day,a moment turned Prieſts. Modo idiota mox Clericus, Orr | 
. % : 1 . 

now Laicks and anon Clerks. But what ſwarms of ſuch ex- A rerm A | 

temporary andilliterate Preachers abound in this age, who #7" © Tar v6 4 

_=x 6 : ; : AZSY2 Ayenuz- * 

to uſe that elogant Fathers exprefſion, Owe more ſacrifices for > rs. 


] ; TY T6 W3,as 
their own, then the peoples ignorance ; and as thoſe Romans of 9 


old called Cincmati were advanced 4 ftiva & aratro ad di- © _— 
Zatores, from the plough to be Diftators, fo theſe :kip from ire win FO | 
the hophoard to the Prlpt. SI dy2@ 5% 
it was aſad but juſt complaint,and too ſutable to our times 335. orary 

that Gregory Nazianzen took-upin his daies, No man is 4c- _— mL | 
co: nted @ Phyſitian that hath not firit [tudied the natures of di- —— |. 
ſeaſes, nor @ Paznter that hath not been exerciſed in drawing of — Fl 
lImeaments, and laying on of colours, but Preachers are found -9Tvic tu: |! 
eaſily ſuch as þave never teſtowed time or taken pains in prepa- gi nn (| 
ring themſelpes for that. ſervice. Oh how ſhall the very Hea - Gr. Naz.0rad. | 
then riſe up at the laſt day and condemn the men of this gene = 3%: | 
ration! Plutarch tels us that the Virgins which were to attend 
Diana's Temple, were for many years brought up as it were 
in a.Schosl,..and called ww, fuch as wonld adminiſter ſa- 
cred Rites, andthen being ſatfticiently inſtructed they were 
called {o6i7, admitted to their divine myfteries, and afterwards 
they became zac, Inſtrudters of others. Surely if the /;gbt 
of nature taught them to uſe ſonmch care in educat'ng thoſe 
who were to perform the worſhip of a falſe Goddeſs, how 
ſhamef.l is the bl;xdneſs of thoſe, Chriftians who.timmk ſome 
natural)abilities of mewory.and eJocution (ufficient to qualtte 
a Priejtof the true and moſt high God, 
2. Veſſels are not all of equal capacity, ſome are /efſz, others 
greater ſeveral trades have. veſſels of divers: ſizes ; Sois it 
amonse, 
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'EGr.Nifl. hom. 5 
| TH Cant. 


among Miniſters, both in reſpeCt of Offices and Gifts. In the 
beginning of Chiſt:anity there were ſome Apoſtles, ſome Pro 
phets, ſome Evangeliſts, and ſoon after there were ſome Bi- 
eps, lome Prieſts, ſome Deacons ; and this variety of Orders 
hath ever conduced much to the unity, harmony and beauty of 
the Church. This drverſity is no lefſe apparent in regard of 
gifts, all have not alike abilities, nor are equally fitted for 
this ſacred Employment ; there is indeed a wirpzr competency 
of gifts which every one attaineth co whom God calleth to 
this Work : but though all have ſome yet not the ſame gi/ts 
as S* Paul puts the que/tion,intending thereby a negation, Are 
all Apoſtles, are all Prophets ? So may fay inthis, All are 
not Chryſoftome's and Chryſologrſe's for golden monthed OQ. 
ratory ; allare not Epiphanirſe's and Augultin''s for Cons 
futation of Hereſies ; all are not like Hierome for <xill in lan- 
guages, and Atbanaſius for profound knowledge : God who 
15 a moſt free Agent diſpenſeth endowments variouſly accor- 
dingto the pleaſure of his own JYill: Some with Eliſhahave 
2 double portion of Eltab's ſpirit, yea with Benjamin, their 
meſſe is five times bigger then their brethren, wihulett he giveth 
to others with a moreſparing and narrow hand. The Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel are elſewhere reſembled to Stars, and a- 
mong others for this reaſon, as all Stars are not of the ſame 
magnitude mor of the ſame luſtre, ſo is it in the 'Firmament of 
the Church, One Star differeth from another in glory and one 
Mzniſter from another in Gifts. I ſhut up this with Gregory 
Niſſen his obſervation concerning Solomons Chariot, the pil. 
lars wherof were ſilver, the bottome gold,and the covering pur- 
ple ; which that Father applicth to the Church , and by the 
ſeveral parts thereof underſtandeth iyiz » dizardw, the 
Preachers of the Word, ſome whereof have golden, others 
ſilver, others purple Gifts , of different degrees atid excel- 
lencies. 

3- Veſſels are not the originals of what they have, bur it is 
poured into and received by them. The ell hath a Spring 
in it that yeildeth the water, but the Cifferz muſt have it con- 
veyed into it. The Mines hath the Treaſure in ther own 
bowels, but it is put into the Cheft, The paralle] holds inthe 
Preachers 


els to retain, but Pipes to convey the divine NeFer, Layers , 
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Preachers of the Goſpel, who are not the Anthors butonly the 
Recervers of thoſe Truths they publiſh. What S* Paul ſaich 
of himſelf, ts true of every faithful Miniſter , T have received | 
of the Lord that which alſo T delivered unto you. To this pur- 1 Cor.112 3. 1? 
poſe it is obſervable that the Hebrew word which we render YU | 
report properly fignifieth hearing , intimating that we muſt 1.5.x. 1 
firft hear from God before we ſpeak to men, and ſpeak no- « [eipſt — 
thing but what we hear. In reference to thisic is that the Bi- 7, nh, 6+ tee 4 
ſhops 1n Clements Conftitutions are called 3,4; rÞ age « 22/0 gatus ſoquitur. * | 
rs the Receivers and Proclaimers of Gods Word, Among Velacq.in 7bil. | 
other reſemblances Preachers are combared to Ambaſſadours, * =_ -$-29. | 
and as the Ambaſſadour ſpeaketh not from himſelf, but that ui 5 of iow 
meſſage his Prizce puts into his month, ſo muſt every Meſſen- jitum;t « ry F 
ger of God. Excellently to this effe&t Vincentius Lirenenſis quod tibji cre- | 
occaſionally treating « fthat of S * Paul to Timothy, Keep the 4itum eft non 

good thing committed 10 thee. -It 15 committed to thee not to be acts 6 
: | , quod *; 
invented by thee, What thou haſt recerved not what thou hajt fan- ,cc-vin; nm © 


cied. Not framed by thy own wit, but taught by another ; of quad excogitaſ- 
which thor: art not an author but a keeper,in which not a leader ti, rem non in- 
but « foliower ; lo was Timothy, fo is every Minifter 1n reſpect $77" ſed dott- 
of divine truths. I cloſe up this with that expreſſion of the ——_—_— 
Apoſtle to the Corinthians, God maketh manifeſt the ſavour of ts fed publice 
his knowledge by us in every place:We maniteſt the ſavonr, but traditionis,rem 
iris of hzs knowledge, to wit; that knowledge we receive from - te pro du- 
11M » PINT Ny Your TY wp Thru &) Sonvis Drinikhpanr fs THY 05 pany wwe oh _ 
ori > glen narmns faith Oecrmenirs apily npon the place. 466 #68 axis 
The incesſe is heavenly,we are only as the Cexſors that contain debes efſe ſed 
it, and carry about the ſavoxr of 1t. cuſtos,non inſti- 
4. Veſſels are not only for reception, but effion, as they ——_ a - 
receive and retain, ſo they Jet our what 1s put into them 3 yea ,, Ge 
the veſſe] rec:iveth for this end,not only that it may keep,bur Vinc.Lyr.adv. 
that it may part with its liquor ; ſuck ought the Miniſters of h2r.cap.27. 


che Goſpel to be,not only conche.but canales,Condi,but Proxic- 2 GOr.2.14, 
ecumen.nm 
C, 


/þ but layers out of this heavenly treaſ:ire. The Apoſtle ſpeak- 
ing of the ordinary Minifters, defcribeth them by two Tizles, 
the one Metaphorical, the other proper, to wit Paſtors and 


Tea chers,the latter of which, faith $: Avgufline, is annexed, 
Vc 
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Ut intelligerent Paſtores ad effcinm ſuum pertinere dofirinam 
that Pajiors may know it is a chief part of their Office to teach 
and #/*r::@ the people. The ffomak receiveth not food for ic 
(elf, but to noxriſ the body, The Steward money to imploy 
for l.is cx uſe cnly, but to provide tor the family; and the 
8 7 Cor.1z.7. manifeſiatien of the ſpirit is given to every man, elpecially Mi- 
q! . nifters, to profit withall. This Treaſure is a depoſitum, a truſt 
: committed, and that for ſes, and thoſe not private but pub- 
It 1 like ; this light is communicated not to be hid under a b»/þel, 
but for the illumination and conſolation of them that are in the 
*ac.21.15, houſe. It was Chriſfts promiſe to his Apoſtles to give them os 
& ſapientiam, a mouth and-wiſdom : What a veſſelis without 
Vi-1.20.30. A vent, that is wiſdom without a month: Wiſdom that is hid 
and a treaſure not ſeen, what profit is in them both ? Indeed a 
mouth without wiſdom may prove pernicious and wiſdom with- 
out a 07th cannot be profitable, Chriits Minifters have both, 

Wiſdom in themſelves, and a month to inftruft others. 
| And ſo much 'the more reaſon have thefe veſſels to com- 
; municate 'his treaſrre, becauſe it is not impaired by impar- 
| ting. Indeed this 1s another exce!ency. wherein this treaſure 

| 


i» Avg Ep-39. 


tranſcends all earthly treaſures; thoſe maſt by ſpending, this 
15 not at all diminitbed by diiiributing. As the ſeal maketi: an 
4 impreſicu on the wax, The fire conveyeth the heat into iron, 
M One candle lighteth many without any lofſe of figyre, beat or 
[1 light ; fo the communicating of this treaſure will ;xrich others 
{ ; without zmpoveri/hing our ſelves : Here 1s no place for that 
allegation of the Virgins, Not ſo, leaſt there be not enongh fer 
.Þ you and us : Never any had the leſſe knowledge himlelf, b; 
| if reaching others: Nay the truth is this trealure at ſconſione 
''F Caffiod.in Ep. minnuitur, communicatione, multiplicatur, 15 leſſened by hidmg, 
if multiplied by imparting 3 like the w:1dows oy! in the veſſe!;thac 
* __ 29. incrca'ed by pouring out, that being ever verified. To hint 
K j any Sndg tiet bath ſhall be given. And thus in al! theſe reſpeCs are 
IF redundantios Preachers fitly compared unto veſſels. 
1# manat. The Uſe of this PE is that which concerneth my Re- 
1 Ambr.z. Ofc. verend Brethren of the Clergy, that they ſeek by prayer, and 
j labour to be more and more fitted for their Frnu&G1ox, th t thoſe 
of meaner gifts do not exvy them that have greater, nor ey 
that 
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that have greater, deſpiſe thoſe that have meaner ; that they 
deliver nothing but whatgthey have received from above. Fi- 
1ally, that they hide not their talents in a napkin, but lay out —_ of } 
the r parts and frength for the peoples good. : a 4 

Bur it is not fit for we, who am minimus Apoſtolorumyto be | 
your inj?ryGer,befides I doubt not your piety and wiſdom hath 
already prevented my Aiſccarſe in your meditations,and there- 
fore ] paſs on to the. 

Word of diminution, Earth!y, One hath well obſerved the 
elegancy of the Antitheſis, Theſauri pretium opponit wilitati 
mnvolucri , What more pretiovs then this treaſure ? What 
more v?/e then earthen veſſels? Indeed the Candlefticks by 
which as gexerally the Chr:rches, ſo eminently the Biſhops of 
thoſe Churches are to be tmnderſtoot, are faid to be go/den, 
and yet here theſe veſſels are called earthen ; both may well 
ſtand together,Golden in reſpeR of the ſolidity of their doGrme 
purity of their converſation, and yet earthex in regard of the 
frailty of their condition. 

The chief ©xe/tion to be diſcuſſed is [pon what grounds | 
the 4poſile thus denominateth himſelf ana his fellow labou- | hk 
rers. To which a threefold 4»ſwer may well be and 15 re- 
turned by Interpreters. 

The term of earthen is faltned by St Pax! upon the Mini- 
fters, Reſpetu ftatrs, perſone, corporis, i reſpect of their ſtate, 
perſons and bodies, the two former more ſpecial! relating to 
the Apoſtles, though too often verified in ſeverall agss of 
their Snccefſorrs ; the laft more general, as being common to 
all che Meſſengers of God, that have bcen are or ſhall be. | 

In regard of their /tate,which is for the moſt part mean and Non illuftres p 
low in the world, Goldex and Silver veſſels are of worth and ſed humiles,gs * 

price, but earthen are ob little or no value, ſuchis the uſua] ge wy ; 
condition of Cods Meſſengers who are frequently expoſed yrenitJoriune 
to want and penury. Inſtances in this kind are numerous, {pe{abiles. 
and that in moſt eminent Worthues, Gregory Nazianzen ſaith Mulc. in oc. 
of St Baſil, that he had only what was weceſſary fer his ſuſten- 
tation , and arg 31 13 wn {yo r, His riches was to have 0- 
thing. St Augritize viho was rich to Religion,to the Churc!,, 
yet was poor to himſelf.,and therefore when he died he made 
ne 7, tince as Paſidrs ſaith of kim, Uyde conderet parper 
Crrift 
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' Grmarizs Thc Las Chrijti non habebat,The poor Saint bath nothing whence he ſhould 
] ener Leg up an eſtate. S* Cyprian whoſe life was golden, death 
| Acineds romls purple manners pretiovs, yet his eſtate was low, Chrifts own 
F 7 os 221®” Diſciples-were poor Fiſher-men, Pauperes cenſu loco humiles, 

25s anproc na- Viles arte, obſcuri vita labore communes, men of low eſtates 

| BEN”, 20 Mean trades, obſcure and Jaborious lives. Chryſe! : Serm.2. 

+" Nay S* Pay! himſelf was no other then a Tent-maker,a Trade 
that couſd not inrich him,yea beholding to almes for his ſup- 
ply. Thus as the poor receive the Goſpel, fo they that publiſh 
it are many times poor and low; not that thus it 69ght to be, 
as the opinion of too many in our daies is, who would have 

Miners live I upan benevolence, and account it a 
rudent policy to keep them poor. S* Pay! (though upon ſpe- 

-r dhe was pleaſed to condeſcend ch ha 6 "acl 
F- . lihood ) yet aſſerts maintexance to be the Miniſters dye, and 

Fr Tim.3.3, this not narrow, but ample and honourable ; what elſe 

| Tir.1,8 meaneth that charaFer, which, among others, he giveth of 

F the Minifters in the Epiſtles, both to Timothy and T:tus, that 

they ſhould be lovers of, yea given to hoſpitality, fince it is no 

ſmall competency of eſtate, which befides both the preſent 

and future proviſion for his family, will inable a man to be 

hoſpitable. But yet thus moſt uſually it fals et, through the: 

| impiety and iniquicy of men, that the Preachers of the Goſ.. 

pel are neceſſitous and indigent, earthen veſſels. It is that 

| therefore which they (ſhould make account of, not to be great 

ji or rich in this wor'd, comforting themſelves with meditation,. 
| that their reward «x with the Lord. | 

i 2. In-regard of their Perſons : Earthen veſſels being little 

| worth and light ſet by , whiles golden and ſilver veſſels are 

| locked up ſafely, and onely uſed for the extertainment of ſpeci- 

al guefs : Earthen veſſels ſtand in open places, are uſed by 

111 every ſervant, nay many times are trampled under foot ; fo 

728 I» is it with the Preachers of the Goſpel, they are viles, abjefi ho- 

1-101 8 F Ef loc, Minum affimatione, baſe and diſpiſed in the eyes of wicked 

WF "2 men. Our bleſſed Saviour fpeaking to his Diſciples, calleth 
them a /rttle flock; though they were to be Shepherds of the 

| people; yet they were a flock, m reſpeCt of Chrijt, But why a 

EbryC,.tg. {tle flock, ? Surely not only in retpeCt of quantity but qualety ; 

FSerm. 22. tr Ch-yſologus give the reaſon, Grex prſillius mundo, magnus 
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Deo. AFlock great indeedin Chriff's, bur little in mens eyes. 
Choſen veſſels they are by God, but rejefed by the world; and 
to uſe the Prophet Feremie's expreſſion, & rv wherein there Jer-22.18. 
is na pleaſure. What that Emperour Frederick the 3d faid con- 
cetning Kings, An neſcitis principes quaſi ſignum popu!s expo- 
fitos ? do you not know that they are oft times asa gazing 
ſtock tothe people? may as traly be affirmed of: Miniſters. 
The Prophet I1ſ-:ab uſeth an expreſſion not much unlike,con- 
cerning himſelf and the children God gave him, thai they were 
for ſignes and wonders in Iſrael : Nor did Eliah, Eliſha, Mi- 
caish, Feremy and the other Prophets fare any better then he, 
in the places where they prophelied, but were mocked, miſ- PRs 
uſed and deſpiſed by the ſons of Belial among whom they li- 28:1n,.. _ 
ved. What entertainment the Apoſtles found let St Pay! ſpeak, Cor.4.13. 
We ere made as the filth of the world, and the officouring ; 
of all things to this day. Both the wordsthere mentioned are 2: #47 mond 4 
by the late learned Expoſitor refer'd to the ſime thing, and uot 
were uſed among the Grecians, concerning that yefsſe , vile 
perſon which was picked out to be a /uſtration for a City ina 
ublique calamity, of whom they ſaid when they had burnc 
| roo and caſt the aſhes into the ſa , Tirn Zi nua vo Hr ud. 
pa 3 thus contemptable and odions was S* Pay! and the 
other faithful meſſengers of Chriſ# inthe Fews and Feathers 
eſteem. Should I trace the footſteps of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, 
I might tell you how Cyprian was nick-named Coprian, 4tha- 
naſius Sathanaſius, and (till they that hive been moſt Ortho- 
dox and zealous Preachers, have met with the greateſt deſpite 
and oppoſition from heretical, ſchiſmatical and prophane per- 
ſons. But I need not ſeek for inſtanceth abroad, when there 
are ſo many at home. Indeed we may remember thoſe H al- 
cion daies when both Wealth and Honour attended thoſe who 
ſerve at the Alter, and the Clergy (as they otight to be) were 
accounted worthy of,and according!y received double honour. 
But at this day how doth ſad experzence verite,that the Prieſts 
are made the loweſt of the people! That complaint of the 
Church may moſt juſtly now be takenvp, They regard xot the Lam.4.16. 
perſons of the Prieſts. Yea, as if ſome new Cadmus had fown 
the earth with Sarls teeth, - Shimei's tcngue, they belch 
2 Out 


Ifa.3. 18. 


Divinity in Mortality. 


out contumelies againſt Gods Miniſters. .. Many, of theſe Veſ- 
ſels, and thoſe -mott accompliſhed for this ſacred fervice, are 
laied afide as wſeleſs, rejeted as worthleſs, and tantum nou 
only not daſhed in pieces. Nay to that height of impiety are 
many come, that not only our perſo5 are deſpzcable, but our 
very Fandion is contempmble in their eyes. Oh that ſuch would 
z conider how near they ſtrike at God- himſelf. jvc mam 
Mavic 5 Bn YrYpumy &mpt20e anh Ix -15 faith Ignatin1s truly., which 
we may Engliſh by thatof our Saviour, He t hat deſpiſeth you 
Lue-10.86, deſpiſeth me,and he that deſpiſeth me deſpiſeth him that ſent me. 
| " Nor let my Brethren of the Clergie be too much diſcouraged 
Arifippus. becauſe diſregarged : It wasa notable ſpeech of the Ph;/oſo- 
pher to one that reproachedhim,T# proferendis ego perferen + 
dis injuriis idoneus,;\et us be as ready to bear, as they forward 
to caſt diſgrace upon us. Caſt our eyes on the two next 
verſesto my text, and obſerye St. Payls heroical expreſſions, 
ſ-ch indeed as well befita Minter of the Goſpel, we are tron « 
Eel on every fide, yet not diſtreſſed,perplexe1,but not in deſpair, 
perſecuted, but not forſaken, caſt down, but not diſcouraged : 
Though our perſons be as earthen veſſels in the worlds eſtima- 
tion, and {o uſed or rather abuſed, yet let not our ſpirits like 
earthen veſſels be broken by any afflition; nay rather remem- 
ber what Cbr;# faid to his Diſciples in the like caſe, Rejoyce 
F Matth.2.12, and beexceed ng-glad, for great i your reward in heaven, and 
ſo perſecuted they the Prophets which were vefore, you are come 
in their ſtead, and therefore muſt expect their ulage, and it 
is a comfort you do but pl. {ge them in that cup of which they 
have drank to you before you do but follow them in that way 
which they have tracked already, ſo perſecuted they the Por- 
phets. yea ana the Apo'tles too, in which regard they are here 

called Earthen veſſels. | 
3. Laſtly, Thr Epithete earthex is ann<xed to theſe veſſels, 
the Preachers of the IVord,in reference-to their 59 47es;as their 
wean condition, baſeeſtmation; ſo their b94:ly conſtitution 
proclaimeta them earthen; this is that which is common to 
Miniiters with the people, ſince though in regard of their 
Caling they are pre alws far before others,yet in this reſpe& 

they areſicyt ceterz, fuch as others, 

1. Thus 


Ignat. Epiſt. a 
F Smyrna. 
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1. Thus their bodies are earthen becauſe formed of the du 
of the earth,Teſtacea ſecundum originem, lo Tertullian, Earthly Tertul, 
in their Original, upon which ground they are called hoyſes 
of clay, the inhabitant indeed 7x heavenly, but the bodyearthy: you $45 e 
V as fiftile nil aliud quam lutum igne coium, as earthen veſſels ON," 
fo are our bodies faſhioned out of clay. | y 

2. Again, as earthen veſſels are ſubjeXto flaws and cracks, 
yea to breaking in pieces, ſo are our bodies liable to ſichxeſſes, 
difeefes, till at laſt by death they. fall and are broken in pieces. 
In this reſpe& the Apoſtle Pan, calling the body an earthey * COME 
kouſe, addeth preſently, be diſſolved. To this purpoſe is Gro- 


tis his Paraphraſe, Iu corpore multis-mali obnoxio quod facile Sree RY 

frangitur, we' have this Treaſure in bodies \ubjeft to many | 
evils, and at laſt to a dſſolution. This conſtrufion is thar | 
which both the Greek and Latize Fathers generally take it in. 1 


Amons the Greeks, St Chryſo/tome ſpeaxeth very fully to this 
ſenſe Ag T3 o5piuv2y rt whpxuee) The Brofng gvorrs 21A ipaey@» Taps uy 15 Chevic.ia fo 
wh opres Lowes thgdiun Lrrs iy Eurmutia mm ) RevdTS u) yore 2 inp by 
uoeicrr Daruorriry paNvs, he uſerth this term of earthen to denote 
the mortality of our xature, infirmity of our fleſh, which 
by diſeaſes and 2 thouſand other accidents is expoſe1 to 
death, and fo 1:ifolution. Among the Latines St Ambroſe 
ſpeaketh to the ſame effeft, Fidilia vaſa dicem infirmationem | 
aatiire ſignificat, the weakneſs of our natureis ſignified by the Wie: & 
earthen veſſel, and therefore St Ferome explaineth it by the Theoph.ia lec | 


Ce es 


term fragilis; Theophylat by the word fyy7d they are frail 
mortal bodies we carry about with us: and as earthen veſſels 
are eafily, ſuddenly broken a funder, one fallon the ground 
in a moment daſheth them in pieces; fo are the bodies of Gods | 
Miniſters ſubje& to a ſpeedy and ſndden diffolution, whereby 
they become wnſerviceable to the Church. Indeedin one thing 
there isa difference, earthenveſſe!s when they break, break - } 


inrecoveratly, lo as the peices cannot be reunited ;' bur the i 
bodies of the Saints and faithfil Miniiters of Chrit, though ; 
they moulder into duit,(hall at the laſt day be repaired, refine/ 


and moſt glorioul]y beautiful. They differ then in che coxſe- | 
quent of the breaking,but in the breakeng it ſelf they agree,and 
therefore fitly are our b947es called earthey weſſels. 

The 
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» The Ercek, word here uſed izrdwoer IS derived from "+ 
which properly fignifiech 'the ell of a fiſh; and in this ſenſe 
(as critical Interpreters obſerve) it agrees with the matter 


"AR in hand, it being ordinary to /ay »p thoſe things we velye in 
Dri Ci loc. ſhels or boxes and cabinets made of ſuch : and withal thoſe 
mmond els 1n regard of there brittleneſs are apt reſemblances of our 


bodies. The Platoniſts, who fancy two bodies, one more ſpi- ; 
ritual, which they call awe t5; lvy3c the Chariot that carrieth i 
the ſoul 1n-it ; the other more groſs, that which we ſee and 
fee), call this latter 95p4wre, becauſe it is in their opinion as a 
ſhell which hath a finer body within it: This being but a fancy 
I leave it, the, true. reaſon of this exprefſion, whether you 
render it ſhels or earthen veſſels, is, becauſe as theſe ſo the body 
is of a frail nature, eaſily and quiekly. deſtroyed, nor have 
the bodies of Minijters any greater priviledge then others : 
We that preach eternal life are dying men, yea whileſt the 
word of life is in our months, many times death is in our faces. | 
This JYelf will not only worry the the ſheep but the-ſrepherd : ; 
This exewy will not only ſer upon the ſouldiers but the Cap- 
tain. This Plunderer will ſeize upon the: Crown and the Mitre 
the Scarlet and the Rochet : So at Cheſs when the game is 
| done not only the pawns,but the Bi/hops,yea King and Bueen 
|| are tumbled down and put into the beg : ſonot only mean . 
| and vu'ger perſons, but Princes and Priefts fall down by 
is death into the grave; and as Fudges, though they be ſhields 
Ws Plut.47 9. of the earth, are but earthen ſhields ; ſo Miniſters though veſ- 
[ih ſe's that carry this Treaſu#e , yet are but eartber veſſels. 


BI ©. ancceffary To wind up this in a word of Caution and exbort ation. 
| BY Caution: Do not think the worſe of, or value the Treaſure the leſs 
al becauſe brought in an earthex veſſel. Ic is that folly, yea wick= 
edneſs of which too many are guilty, who becauſe they arc 
men that ſpeak to them,think the meſſage is not Gods,meaſure- 


| ing the worth of a treaſure by the meanneſs of that which 
4 conveyeth it; But tell me,7 beſeech you, will any man value 
10 in gold the leſs, becauſe brought him in a /eathers purſe ; or 
Wh i {light a pretious pear/,becauſe found on a dzrty dunghill? and 
; 3% A Þ why then ſhould the Goſpe! be undervelued becauſe they are 
mortal men that Preach it? 
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power and the goodneſs of God, his power which by ſuch weak 
means accompliſheth fo great a work ; indeed as the Apoſtle 
here tels us for this reaſon the treaſure is in ſuch veſſels, th.t 
the excellency of the power might be of God, his goodneſs which 
is pleaſed to1:y it up in ſuch veſſels that it may be the eaſier 
come by, to ſpeak to us by mer like our ſelves with whom we 
familiarly converſe ; he could if he had pleaſed have put this 
treaſure in heavenly veſſels, uſed the Miniſtry of Angels, but 
we could not have received it ſo comfortably from them ; ſo 
thatin reference tous Got is pleaſed to make them the inflru- 
ments of publiſhing the Gofpels myſteries, and as it is his 
merciful condeſcention that he is pleaſed to deliver heavenly 
truths in earthly ſimilitudes (o1s 1t no leſs that he maketh 
them known by earthly men. * | 

And to carry it a little further, fetus be fo far from 4«ſpi- 
ſing this treaſure becauſe of the veſſe;,asnot only to Bleſs God 
who bath put it into ſuch veſſels, but to honour the veſſel! be- 
cauſe of the treaſure. Utrumne quia teſftacea eſt ſecundum ori- 
ginem ſcilicet ex lms deftruetur, an quia divint,theſanri condi- 
torwm extolletur ? ſaith Tertullian rationally. Shall the veſ- 
ſe] be caſt by becauſe itis earthly, or ſhall it not rather. be 

referred becauſe it is the repoſitory of a choice treaſure?Ler 

me therefore beſeech you in S* Pauls words to the Theſſel9n1- 
ans, to know them which labour among you and to eſteem them 
very highly in love for their works ſake, meaſure them nor by 
their fra! natures but their honourable imployment ,. not by 
what they find from the wor/d,but by what they deſerve;they 
are earthen,adore them not as Gods, but the treaſure they 
bring 1s heavezly, honour them as men of God, let not the trea- 
ſure be contewned for the veſſels ſake, but the veſſels be cſtee- 
med for the treaſures ſake. 

2 The word of exbortatzox concerneth 

1. Partly us who areof the Clergy, that we follow th: pat- 


——— 


The truth is we have, cauſe'to admire and bleſs both the 
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1 Theſ. 5.12, 
13. 


tern which our Lord and Maſter hath ſet us,where he ſaich, 7 


muſt work the work of him that ſent me whilſt it 4 day,the niyht 
cometh when #0 man canwork,Oh let us break this bread of life 
before we be broken by death,burn and ſhine in dofrine and 
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converſation before our Lamp be put out,;. do all the good we 
can by imparting this treaſyre, before our earthly bouſe of this 
Tabernable be diſſolved, but | hope there is not much need to 
enlarge in this. ; | 

2. Partly you who are of the Laity, that you learn 

x. To make much of your conſcientious painful Miaz#ers:; 
the more pretious the lquor, and the more brittle the weſſe!, 
the more chary are men of it. Oh howtexder ſhould you be 
of them who, though weak creatures, bring the glad tidings 
of ſalvation to you ? A friend that cometh io us but cannot 
{tay Jong with us, how mnch is he made of, and how freely 
entertained by us, and will you have no regard of thoſe who 
are both yorrs and the bridegrooms friends?and ere loug miſt 
be taken from you ? Nay let me tell you, no readier way to 
haſten their removal then your diſregard,nor will God iong 
continue his Candleſticks among that people who do not prize 
them an their /zght. 

2.. Make ſe of them, and get all the.-good you can frem 
them whilſt they live : If one have borrowed a book which ere 
long muſt be returned to the owner, how diligent is he in 
picking and tranſcribing what notes he can out of it: We are 
but /ext you for a time, and that during the good pleaſure of 
God. As Chrijt ſaid to his Diſciples,. ſo may- we to you; Us 
you ſhall not have alwazs with yon: Oh ſuck all the knowledge 
you can fiom our /ips whileft we are able to ſpeak to you;and 
hear vs every day as if it were to be the laſt day you ſhould 
hear Us. 

And trulv never more x#eed' of praGiling this duty then 
20w, not only becauſe Mizijfters are earthen veſſels, that is 
ſubje& to mortality, but becauſe they are earthen, that is de- 
ſpiſed in theſe tzmes,and who knoweth how far God may per- 
mit the 11alice of wicked men to preceed,it may be to the brea- 
king, or if not, yet to topping the vent of theſe veſſels. The 
mouths of your Minsters muſt ina few years be topped with 
duft when they are Jaid in the grave, it may be before that 
they may be ſilenced from publique Preaching the Goſpel: Oh 
therefore be wiſe to 1prove the preſent opportunities God 


. puts into your hands !. Suck, the milk, of in/truGion from the 


breajts 


—————————_— 


” LES Lute TL BI Dc : —_ 
Divinity in Afortality. 


breaſts of thele nurſes, whileſt they arejable to give it you .: 
Buy the oyle of (conſolation from theſe ſpirituall Merchants, 
whileſt they can ſel it you; do as the Egyftians, whowhen 
Nils overficweth the bayks, dig pits to put water in, that 
they may Fave ſupph when it ſhall returz to its channel. Do 
as the ſhell-fifs, which taketh in moifiure whileſt the t3des flow 
in upon them, . that may preſerve them when it etbeth, and 
leaveth them dry. Finally,do as Zoſeph,who in the years of 
plenty laid, up tore againg the famine came. Ohbe diligent 
to fil] the veſſel of your hearts with that divine treaſure which 
theſe veſſels yeild, againſt the time when-you may, nay muſk 
be deprived of them ; they can inſtru&, exhort and comfort 
no longer then life, you have no aſſurance of their lives,they 
have xoxe of their cw, how long they ſhall continue ; nay in«- 
deed, both the; and you are aſſured they cannot contimue long, 
being bur earthen veſſels, mortal men. 

But we have thy treaſure in earthen veſſels. 

A doleful inſtance of this Scriptures verity we have in the 
ſad occaſion of this daies ſolemnity : the death of this faithful 
Miniſter of. Chriſt, affe&ionate Sox of the Church, vigilant 
Shepherd of his people, Mr Richard Goddard, whole liveleſſe 
dult heth before us, and now my Diſcourſe like a circle is re- 
turned to the point where I began,our deceaſed brother,whoſe 
lofſe is delervedly to be /amented,and Worth highly to be com- 
mended. 

Indeed fhould I have fultlled his modeſt defire, his name 
and vertyes muſt have been buried in ob{ivion as well as his bo- 
dy ina grave: But had I in this ſatisfied his wil, I mult have 
been at once injurious to Gods honour, hix memory, and 
ethers profit, ſince by paying the tribute of praiſe to Gods 
dear ſervants, we advance Gods glory, perpetuate their re- 
membrance, and adde fpurs to the pious endeavours of thoſe 
who ſurvive. | 

I could heartily have wiſ;ed that this double tak both of 
ſpeaking ro ſo Reverend and Worthy an Aſſembly, and of fo 
choice and eminent a perſon, had been impoſed on ſome one 
of theſe many filver Trumpets whom ] have now i. my ge; 


but the undeſerved refpecis of my dear friend by Wil! put me 
E upon 
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-upon the one, and his fuperlative merit and my due regard 
to his Name though it be againft his will, obligech me to the 
other. | +and 

 Tſhall not expatiatein his juſt and due CharatFer, and 
therein ſomewhat correſpond to his deſire : Indeed I need 
not, his 7orth being fo well kxown already, both in C:ty 
and Conntrey , he is gone out not like a common candle 
in a' ſufe or flinke, but a' Taper, hath left e ſweet 
ſavour behinde him m the Nojrils of all that knew 
him. 

That I may the more both ſutab\y and ſuccinly delineate 
thoſe graces (which though they are goxe with him for his 
comfort, do yer ſtay behinde him for his hozour and our im7- 
tation.) Tihall mate uſe of the Metaphor of a veſſell which 
we meet with here in the Text. 

A Veſſel indeed he was a choice Veſſel : What Enſebius 
calleth St Hierome, I may well apply to him, he was Vas 
virtutum admirabile , aVeſiel adorned with an admirable 
variety of zatural abilities, moral vertnes, aud ſpiritual 
graces, every way fitred and furniſhed for that divine im- 
ployment co which God had called him. What St Baſil 
taid of Gregory Nazianzen, I may fay of him, Z«Ig- %1e- 
4c 3} gprap 840, EC Atza Xeargs Toners he was a deep Wel,, an £- 
le& Veſſel, and as it were the month of Chr:/t. 

To ſay mich in a few words, For knowledge and wiſdom 
he wasa Veſſel of gold, for purity and innocency a Veſſel of 
ſilver, for uprightneſs and integrity, a Veſſel of tranſparent 
glaſſe; for reſolution and courage in ſuffering (of which he 
had his ſhare) a Veſſel of braſs; for perſeverance and con- 
fancy in the Orthodsx Faith, a Veſſel of tone; and which 
was the Crown of all, for lowlineſs and humility an earthen 
Veſſel; ſince whileſt he was glorious in the eyes of others, he 
was contemprible 1n his own. . 

A Veſſel he was full of all forts of pretious [i7nor, the wine 
of zealous devotion, the oyl of pitiful] compaſſion, [the honey 
of a ſweet diſpoſition, the water of penitent contrition,and the 
wilk of ſniritua! conſolation. | 

To come nearer to the Text and Him, He was a Veſſe! to 

, waom. 
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whom this Treaſure of the 'Geſpel, aid the diſpenſation of it 
was commatted, which how teſcionably, diligenily, faithful'y, 
frequently (as farre as the weauneds oi his body would per- 
mit) he diſcharged, I doubr not biit many here can and 
will atteſt ; He was a Veſſel not cloſed but open, not with a 
narrow but a large vent. That worldly treaſure of eftate he 
had, he was continually imparting to his diſtreſſed brethren 
in his /ife and at his death bequeathed a full fifth of his e/tate 
to them who cin hardly obtain a ffth of therr own. And this 
heavenly treaſure of the Goſpel he did with no lefſe alacrity 
diitribute among his people ; how many of all degrees from 

all parts, golden, ſilver, earthen veſſels were filled at his ! 

Nodle, rich, poor perſons, all zmriched their ſorls with the 

treaſure that was difpenſed by his Jips. Methinks many of 
you are now calling to minde in what a clear metho4, choice 

words and fit phraſes, with what pregnant ſimilitudes, plen- 

tiful z1lyftrations, pithy perſwaſions, ſweet inſinuations, pow®- 

erful inducements, allegations of antiquity, and variety of 

good /iterature (fo as both the Learned may receive ſatis- 

fafiien, and the meanef reap berefit) he did Preach the Word 

amongſt you. | 

Finally, That which compleateth his CharaGer, This Feſ- 
ſel retained the ſext, the vertue of that himſelf witch he 
porred out to others : The courſe of his life was conſonant 
to the rexorvy of his Preaching, #n15,@ YaparrÞ, 5m 922g 
Z1:5@-> as Gregory Nazianzen faith of tt Baf!, He ſpake 
what was to be done,and did what he ſpake;he did not «nly 
61%:mpus7, bnt 5%m417,, ſcrenter predicare, but innecenter agere 
order his Preaching, but converſation aright. 

That ſickneſs which occaſioned the breaking of this preti- 
ous Veſſel! wes indeed ſharp and ſhort, but as himſelf exprefied 
to me at the beginning of it, he did not fear, becauſe already 
prepared for death. And though the v7o'exce of the difealc 
oppreſſing his ſpirits, ſuppreſſed the fpeedom of his ſpeech, 
yet (bleſſed be God) it did not bereave him ofhis ſexſes 
nor whol'y of his fpeech, in ſo much that not many hours be- 
fore his death he made to a Iovirg friend of his there pre- 
ſent, a pioxs. confeſſion of his fairh and hope, fo that what 
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þ 7nvita Ambr. St Ambroſe ſaid of himſelf, Nor fic vixi ut me pudeat vivere, 


Rec Mori timeo quis bonum Dominum habemus, 1 may truly 
affirm of him, He fo live1 that he was neither «hamed nor 
afraid to dye. 

The Veſſel of his body is now brokgn by the band that formed 
it (to which I delire we may all ſubmit) yea that ſervice 
which he was made for is now finiſhed, elle he had continued 
longer. As for the Pear! that was in his casket, his Sor, I 
doubr not but itis ſafe in Abrahams boſome ; -yea the Veſſel! 
of his bo 'y reſts in hope of reſtoring and reinjoving that 
Pearl, when it ſhall be for ever a Veſſe! of honour, glory and 
immortality. 

I have now only a double word to preſent, 

1. The one to the Reverend Clergie of this City here pre- 
fent, thoſe particularly who:have yet the /iberty of their Fun» 
f104,that according to our ſeveral abilities we would 2ndea- 
vour as much as may be by our diligent Preaching, exempla- 
ry living, to make up the /ofſe of this our Brother. Vethinks: 
God ſpeaketh to us this day, as he did to Foſhna in another 
caſe,Moſes my ſervant # dead,be ſtrong and of « good courage; 
ever remember that ſuch a pilar being taken away,the great- 
er barden lieth upon our ſhoulders. 

2. The other to his Religiovs Auditors, and efpecially his 
well-affecied Pariſhioners. He that ſtood in this place like a Fa- 
cob to row! away the [tone from the well, open the difficult places 
of Scrrpture to you, is now removed from you ;. he that /food 
like a carefull watchman to awake and warn you, isnow by 
death put to ſilence : Finally, he that like a ſun thined with 
the beams of inftru&ion and conſolation among you in this 
korizon is now gone down, and which is che more ſad, Tour 
c3es foall ſee hmm no mere «111 the lat day,the morning of the re- 
ſarreGicn. The bottle which filed you is now emptied, the 
veſſel which enriched you is now broken, the gourd. whoſe ha- 
dow refrrſhed you is now withered ; and lam contident , ſo 
ardent was your love towards him,ſo great the benefit you re- 
ceived by htm. that ] need not bid you be ſex/ible of the /ofſe. 
The more needful connſelis to be content with, and patient 
ander it ; and ſo much the rather, becauſe it is no more my 
what 
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what you onght to expe,and eſpecially in regard of h;y who 
was not Only an earthen veſſel, but enethat had ſuch aflaw, 
f I mean diſeaſe, which'won|d ere long have broken him. And 
Þ, now Beloved, thongh .the veſſel be. brokez, yet let not the 
b treaſure be lot; do you by him as Trenexs did by Polycarpus, \- W 
, keep freſh in your memory his Sermons.his Diſcourſes, his go- i; 
ings out and comings in. This 1s the belt way to remember bing | | 
by remembring his connſels ; to mourn for him, by mourn- 
ing for your »afruitfulneſs under his Jabours; to honogr 
him by expreſſing the efficacy of his doffrine in! your hearts 
and lives. | TI 

| Nor let it be an z#wel:ome admonition to you (with which 

| . Imillclo'e ) be carefull whom you chooſe to ſucceed this our, . 
Reverend Brother : not one that ſhall py! down what he hath 9 -3x.1 as 16m» 
built, but'rear up what: he hath {azd 3; pluck np what he hath dg a—_ 
planted. but water what he hath'ſown ; not one that thall ſuc- 32151 »} ow:e 
| ceed him ( to uſe Gregory Nazianzen's expreſſion) as aight 99% Vow 
after day, a diſeaſe after health, a frenzy after uſe of reaſon, 

and a /torm after a calm ; but rather as a ſweet ſhower after a 

warm ſu1-/hme,and a ripening ſummer after a budding fpring. 

To this end, as when NE dead the children es, fog PRO = 
askt of the Lord Who (bali go up for ws againſt the Canaanites, we 
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ſo do you now the Captain is dead, conſult with God, beg of IN 
him: to dire& you in the e/eFiox of one who'may /eade you in | El 
the batte/ againſt your ſpiritual enemies': And witha!l as you ZW 
ſeeke to God, (o leok into-his Ford, and let thoſe direGione | 7 


which are there given be the r1/e of your ele404 ; ſomay you j 
expect and ſhall obtain ſuch an one by whom your faith ſhall t 
be edified, and thereby ( that which was his earneſt deſire ) 
the ſalvstion of your ſouls accomplithed. 
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